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deavored to persuade him that the force of the old Russian rite
was corroborated by facts; by means of it the ancient Russian saints
had attained salvation! In contradiction to this, Bassianus, a fol-
lower of Nilus of Sorsk, affirmed with conviction that the ancient,
uncorrected books "were written by the devil and not by the Holy
Ghost." "Before Maximus," he said, "we were blaspheming God
with these books instead of glorifying Him. But now, through
Maximus, we perceive God." Ascribing to the learned Greek the
exaggerated view expressed by his disciples, his opponents became
indignant. "Thou, man, dost vex us when thou opposest the saints
with thy reforms. They pleased the Lord with these books, lived
according to their tenets, shed glory on our land, and after death
became renowned for their miracles." In vain did Maximus argue
that it was possible to worship the Russian saints without regarding
them as learned philologists; that to judge his reforms it was neces-
sary to know "the book wisdom" of the Greek teaching; that the
"Hellenic language was most intricate," and that it was only pos-
sible to master it "by spending many years with learned teachers";
that even a native Greek could not know the language perfectly
without having studied it at school. These arguments could not
affect the views of the people, to whom any wisdom inaccessible
to them was a witchery, and the temptation of the devil. Metro-
politan Daniel accused Maximus of having attempted to bewitch
the Grand Duke by extending over him his hands, on the palms of
which were written Hellenic magical signs. "Thou braggest of
Hellenic and Judaic sapience," the accusers responded to the ex-
planations of Maximus, "of magic artifices and necromantic sorcery,
all of which is contrary to Christian life and faith, and no Christian
should penetrate their depths."
There was a great distinction between the conception of the
world as understood by a pupil of cultured Europe, and those who
represented semi-pagan Russia. When brought together by chance,
these people of different worlds had no common language, and
could not possibly understand each other. Finally, feeling himself
a stranger in the community, Maximus asked permission to return
to the Holy Mountain, but was held in Moscow. **We are in fear,**
a friend explained to him the cause of his detention; "thou a man
of learning, cpmest to us and hast seen here of our best and worst,